[bookmark: _GoBack]Day 1:
Read Hebrews 1:1-3
	Often we think that God no longer communicates with us as He did with the people of the Bible. However, this is simply not true! God still communicates with His people today, just in different ways.  In Hebrews 1:1, we see that God’s primary method of communication with His people before Christ was through prophets. In the Old Testament, God often spoke through one person, a prophet, to communicate His message to the people. These prophets were inspired by God and called by Him. These prophets had to live a life worthy of their calling and had to be 100% accurate in communicating God’s word. There was no room for error in their lifestyles or teaching.  Read Deut. 13:1-5, Deut. 18:20-22 for more info.
Today, we may not have prophets, but we still allow certain people to speak into our lives. Do you have standards for those you learn from and listen too? If so, what are they? 

Who are the so called “prophets” in your life? Who are the influencers of your life? Is it your friends, parents, media, or God? Why is their opinion important to you?

God spoke through the prophets in many ways. He spoke to them through visions, dreams, the writing of the 10 commandments, and even audibly to Moses through a burning bush!!! (Exodus 3)  Today God speaks to us in many way as well. He speaks to us through His word in the Bible, through prayer and Godly council and sometimes through our circumstances. However, His primary method of communication for those of us who have accepted Christ as our personal Lord and Savior is the Holy Spirit who comes to dwell within us at the point of Salvation. God uses the Holy Spirit to guide us and to help us to discern truth for ourselves.  
Out of the ways listed above, what are some ways in which you feel God has communicated His truth to you in the past? Can you think of a specific example of a time you felt God speaking to you or guiding you?

Take a few moments now and sit in silence and allow God to speak to you. Don’t wait for an audible voice sounding like Darth Vader, pay attention to the thoughts running through your mind and listen to Him that way. Journal anything that you feel like the Lord is speaking to you about.



Day 2: Read Hebrews 1:1-3
In verse two, the writer refers to the “last days” because we have now passed the time that was prophesied in the Old Testament regarding the coming Messiah. We are still living in the “last days” because Christ has already come and fulfilled all that was prophesied about Him and now all that is left is for Him to return again. We often get so caught up in our daily lives that we overlook this very important and amazing fact! Jesus is going to return! Are you ready for Him to return?  Would that disrupt your life or would it bring a joy and peace to your life? Does it make you feel excited or afraid? Write down the things that just popped into your mind that you think you will miss. 

Now compare those things to the promises of God. Read 1 John 2:25 and Acts 2:33. What are the promises found in these verses? What do these promises mean to you?
Remember, God’s greatest gift to us of salvation through the Messiah was promised throughout the Old Testament and has been fulfilled through Jesus Christ!!! God is faithful to keep His promises to His people. 
In this second verse you will also see that since Jesus has come, God is speaking to us “by” his son, not “through” Him. This is important because it is establishing Jesus’ deity. This means that Jesus IS God, not just a man.  God did not have to divinely inspire Jesus as He did the prophets to speak through them. Jesus was God, so He spoke for himself.  In verses 2 and 3, the writer will then go on to describe 7 characteristics that show Jesus’ credibility as Lord and His superiority to all. When you take advice from someone you want to make sure they are credible. You want to make sure you can trust what they say. The author here in verse two gives us two great reasons why we should listen to what Jesus has to say. What are those two reasons? 1.						2.
1. Whom he appointed heir of all things: The eldest son is usually the heir of the family fortune. Jesus is the ONLY Son of God and is the sole heir of all things. 
2. Through whom He made the universe: So not only is Christ the heir, but he is also the creator!!
Not only is Christ Superior to prophets, he created them! Read John 1:1-5; 14. How does this change your perspective on Christ?

Who are some people you take advice from? What are some of the qualifications you have for those people? Write this here.

Now, go back and look at the two qualifications given above for Christ and evaluate who you seem to listen to the most and why. Is it Christ or the others listed? Does this make sense? Why or why not?
Day 3: Read Hebrews 1:1-3
I’m hoping that you still read the Scripture today. The goal in having you read these three verses all week is to have it fresh in your mind and also to give you an opportunity to marinate on it and memorize it.  Just a heads up…on day 5 you will be asked to write out these three verses from memory the best you can. Why is this important? It is because as you learn to do this exercise, you begin to put God’s word in your heart. Deuteronomy 6:6 says, “These commands I give you today are to be put upon your hearts.” People were forced to memorize God’s Word back in the day because they were not privileged to have the printing presses and paper we have today. Remember that God speaks to us through His Word. Do you have Scripture memorized? Why is this important? Have you ever had a time where memorized scripture helped you through something?

 When you are put in situations that challenge you to make tough decisions in a hurry, having God’s Word on your heart will allow you to make choices based on His Word and not your own thoughts.
We’ve already looked at two reasons that validate Jesus’ deity. Let’s look at another one. Verse three states that “The Son is the radiance of God’s glory”. When we think of daylight, we think of the sun. The light that radiates from the sun is inseparable from it.[footnoteRef:1] It is impossible for the light shone from the sun to exist without the sun itself. They come together and can never be separated. In the same way, Jesus is God in the flesh (John 1:14). He radiates God’s glory for all to see. We are called to be Christ-like. Do you radiate Christ for others? What I mean is this- does the light of Christ shine in you for others to see? If so, in what ways?  [1:  NIV] 


What are some things in your life that get in the way of your light from shining? Which friends do you shine brightest with and which ones do you tend to not shine around? Why do you think these friends have this effect on you?


We must radiate Christ to all, no matter what our circumstances are. Read Matthew 5:16. This verse gives us two reasons why we must let our light shine. What are they? 

If you are one with Christ then your light can’t be separated from Him. If there is not light in you, then there is no Son…meaning you are not in a saving relationship with Him. Take a few moments to reflect on your walk with Christ and determine where you are. 
Day 4:
Read Hebrews 1:1-3
I hope you are starting to see that you are remembering these verses from memory. I am praying for you on this journey! 
We will continue today to look at more ways in which we see the deity of Jesus. In verse three God’s Word says that Jesus is the exact representation of God’s being. The ESV translates this as the exact imprint of God’s being. Jesus is more than a reflection of God, He is God and we see that clearly stated here. Colossians 1:15 says, “He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation.”  Jesus is Lord! He has the power to do anything and He sustains all things by His powerful Word. Genesis 1 tells us that God spoke and it was! Such power displayed! And yet, even with all this power, Jesus humbled himself, took on flesh, and died for your sins because He loves you.  As we see in verse three, His death provided purification for sins. His shed blood makes us clean before God! 
How does it make you feel when someone forgives you for something you did or said that was wrong? 

Do you have trouble fully accepting the forgiveness of God for your sins? If so, why? Take a minute and thank God for forgiving you for ALL of your sins. If you have any unconfessed sin, confess it now. God is faithful to forgive!

Sometimes it takes a while for us to truly forgive ourselves because of our guilt. It also takes time because others may tend to hold it over our heads or struggle to completely trust us after we messed up. But, God’s word tells us that we are completely purified: no guilt, no shame, no doubt!  Read Romans 8:1 and write it here in your own words. What does it mean to you personally?

Take time to reflect on this. What sin have you not repented of that Jesus is waiting to forgive you for so you can move on with your life?

Our Lord sat down at the right hand of the Majesty in heaven. He is there today intervening on our behalf. We are called to enter into a personal relationship with Him and devote our lives to becoming more like Him. Think about the friends you have that you can complete their sentences and know what their thinking. This is what our relationship with Christ can become. In order to get there, you need to spend time with Him. Think about what you think it means to really have a relationship with Jesus. Spend that time with Him now by listening for His voice as you sit in silence for the next 5 minutes allowing God to speak to you. Journal any thoughts.

Day 5:
Read Hebrews 1:1-3
Ok. Now you have read the Scripture for the fifth time, heard me speak on it and discussed it in small group. Now I want you to write out these three verses below from memory.



Go back and read the verses again and see how you did. I bet you did much better than you thought you would! Today I want you to reflect on the entire passage and begin the process of seeing our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ in a more glorious and reverent way. While Jesus loves us and wants to call each of us “friend”, it is important for us to fully recognize His holiness and righteousness as God. Only then will we have a true understanding of who Jesus is and what His sacrifice meant on the cross.  Remember, He is superior to the prophets, heir of all things, creator of the universe, the radiance of God’s glory, the exact representation of God’s being, sustains all things by His powerful Word, purifies our sins, and sits at the right hand of God. 

In conclusion, think about all of the people that you admire, look up to and want to be like. Are they athletes, friends, musicians? All of these people, no matter how great they are, will never compare to Jesus. HE should be the person that we most strive to be like. As a Christian, this is what God desires, that each day we become more like His son. Below write a prayer to God asking Him to make you more like Jesus. Confess any sin that may be in the way of this. Ask Him to show you anything that you need to surrender to Him in order for Him to work in your life. 


