[bookmark: _GoBack]Week 6: Day 1   Read Hebrews 3:7-19
As we begin this week, it is important that you are familiar with the story of Moses and the Exodus. If you are not, then I would encourage you to go back and read Exodus Chs. 1-14. Recorded here in the book of Exodus, we find the miraculous story of God leading His people out of slavery from the Egyptians. God raised up His servant, Moses, to lead the people out of Egypt toward the land He had promised to their forefathers. Despite the many miracles and signs the Lord performed on Israel’s behalf, the people still encountered some problems because of their lack of faith and belief. Please read Numbers 13:1-3, 13:26-14:4. What did the majority of the spies report to the people of Egypt about the land of Canaan? How did it affect the people’s view of entering the promise land?

Only two of the 12 inspectors, Joshua and Caleb, had faith that God could indeed help them to defeat the people that currently occupied the land He was giving them. As a result of their unbelief, God decided not allow any of this unbelieving generation to enter the promise land. They would wander in the desert for 40 years, and they would die there. Instead, He was going to wait and raise up a new generation (all those 20 and younger) to take over the land under the leadership of the two faithful spies, Joshua and Caleb. What can we learn from this story about the consequences of unbelief?

When we choose not to believe God and His promises, we miss out on the blessings He wants to give us. It is very hard to believe that after God had done such miraculous things for the people of Israel, such as sparing the Israelites from all these plagues, parting the Red Sea for them to escape, providing food, water and laws to live by, and even providing clothes that never wore out, they still doubted God’s ability to give them victory over their enemies. However, at times we are also guilty of forgetting some of the things God has done in our lives. List some ways that you have seen God work in your life.

Read verse 7 and fill in the blanks:  “Today, if you hear his voice, do not ______your _______ as you did in the ________, during the time of testing in the desert”
These people saw the Lord up close and personal as he orchestrated all these magnificent events to free His people from the bondages of slavery. The problem was they decided to harden their hearts by ignoring all the work God had done for them. Instead of praising God for freeing them, they despised God for being free in the desert. Instead of thanking God for manna, they complained about having to eat it all the time. God in his grace provided quail for them despite their complaining and ungratefulness!! What do you think it means to be ungrateful? Is this something you struggle with? If so, take some time to ask God to help you to be content with what you have. 
We often can’t believe how foolish the people of Israel were, and yet we often behave just as they did. It’s possible that if our actions were written down for later generations to read, they would say the same things about us! God provides for us daily and we choose to focus on the things we don’t have. When was the last time you praised God for living in this “free” country? When was the last time you praised God for placing you in a family that can provide for you. Do you even say a blessing for your food anymore? Is saying a blessing every meal silly to you? 
We harden our hearts when we choose to forget about God’s provision and focus on life as we know it. Today I want you to take time and make a list of all the things God has done in your life. Think about the way he provides for you and your family, your health, your protection against others, etc.

 Remember, God speaks to us through blessings, provision, and trials. Spend some time in prayer today. Take time to listen to him. As you focus on the blessings He has given you think about why you think God wants to bless you the way he does? If you are going through a tough time right now, why do you think God is allowing these things to happen? What can you learn from it? How can you glorify God through it?


Day 2: Read Hebrews 3:7-19
On day one we talked about how our hearts can become hard toward God when we choose to ignore him. In verse 12 we see the author of Hebrews challenging his readers by saying, “See to it, brothers, that none of you has a sinful, unbelieving heart that turns away from the living God.” Based on this verse, what would cause us to turn away from God?

 The answer is a sinful, unbelieving heart. Read Jeremiah 17:9-10. What do you learn from this?

We see that our hearts are deceitful and beyond cure. In the next verse we see that God examines our hearts and minds. Not much hope for us, is there? The truth is simple, we are sinners. Read Romans 3:23. Based on this verse, what can we learn about our condition before God?
Now, read 2 Corinthians 5:17 and write down the hope that we have despite our sinful condition. 

If we accept Christ we are a new creation!!! We are still sinners, but we are saved by the blood of Christ. Our hearts are sinful, but we now have the Holy Spirit living within us guiding our steps and helping us along the way. A sinful, unbelieving heart comes from someone who gives in to their sin and begins to doubt God. They are continuing in the ways of their old self. Too often times when we talk about sin, we think of the “big” obvious ones. Satan loves to use the less obvious sins to get us to turn away from God.  Think about what you did yesterday. Did you really “need” God to get you through your day? Do you need God to help you on your math test? Some may argue yes, but if you study hard you can do it on your own, can’t you? At the end of the day, you got everything under control, right? We are taught to become self-sufficient, but in doing that we become self-absorbed. We become confident in ourselves. Our confidence is being misdirected because we are not properly focused. The idea of not needing God for one breath of life is insane, but we live as such almost every day!  Why do you think it’s easy for even Christians to feel this way? Write down some thoughts. 

At the root of all decisions relating to God is unbelief. You study for a test because you believe that will help you get a good grade. Why don’t you study your Bible? Is it because you don’t believe it will guide you and help you in life? Is it because you don’t believe it is relevant to you today? Is it because you don’t believe it’s true? What is it? Why don’t you pray? Is it because you don’t think He is listening? Do you really believe prayer is going to solve anything? Reality check…we work hard for things we believe in. Why don’t we work hard for God? Finish today by writing down ways you see yourself not believing God. Pray and ask him to help you with those struggles. Ask for a greater desire to pray and read His Word. 


Day 3: Read Hebrews 3:7-19
In this passage we see the reference to “Today” a couple of different times. Re-read the passage and see how many times you find the word “today”.  Write down the verse numbers you find it in.
 What does it mean? In verse thirteen we read, “as long as it is called today.” Well, this was written almost 2,000 years ago. You are probably thinking that this is not applicable to us anymore! Today was a looong time ago, right? Wrong. Today actually represents the time period we are in, and the same period the author and recipients of this letter were in. Today represents the time of grace that God has extended to us in hopes that we would choose to put our faith and trust in Christ. Today is the time on this side of eternity when we still have the opportunity to choose him or not. There will come a time when Christ will return, and the hand of grace will no longer be extended.  We must make the most of every opportunity while we are still living in “Today.” 
To better understand what that looks like, lets read all of verse 13 and fill in the blanks: “But ________ one another ______, as long as it is called _______, so that none of you may be _________ by ______ _________.” What is God saying to you after reading this verse?

The first thing I see is that we must encourage each other every single day! How important is it to you to have people encourage you? Why?
 Think about sports for a minute. Why do you think having the home field advantage is so important? The players will play better most of the time when they are surrounded by thousands of fans cheering them on! Encouragement is probably one of the biggest motivators! Are you ever encouraged when you are seen walking out your faith at school? You are probably more likely to be discouraged or picked on! Discouragement is just as powerful, if not more so than encouragement. We MUST encourage one another to walk out our faith. That is why it is SO important to develop relationships with other Godly guys and girls to do life with. Youth groups were formed so you could worship Christ and serve Him with your peers. When was the last time you reached out to someone in your youth group and encouraged them? When was the last time you prayed for people in your youth group? If that is not done at youth group, when is it ever done? I want to challenge you today to take some time now to make a list of some people in the youth group and pray for them individually. Even if you don’t know exactly what to pray for, pray for them. God knows what they need. After you pray for them, send them a text to let them know they have been prayed for. I assure you, they will be encouraged!! As you make your list, be reminded of Matthew 5:44 which says, “Pray for those who persecute you.” 
Names





Day 4: Read Hebrews 3:7-19
So far this week we have talked about protecting our heart from becoming hard and unbelieving. We have also talked about “Today”, a time of extended grace for us to choose Christ for salvation. And finally we have been challenged to encourage one another in our Christian walks. In today’s devotion we are going to focus on verse fourteen. Please read it again now and write it below.
This is a reminder to us about our original convictions that led us to accepting Christ as our Savior. This is not a conditional statement that requires perfection in order for us to stay in relationship with Christ. We must remember that if you have genuinely accepted Christ, then you will never be taken from his hand. Have you done that? Take a few moments now and reflect on the time you made the decision to follow Christ. What do you remember about that time in your life? If you were young and don’t remember much, ask your parents about it. 

Many of you were probably too young to remember much about your conversion experience. Because of this, it is very important that you nail down why you believe what you believe. You need a foundation to always go back to when doubts or struggles come. The author of Hebrews is telling us here to “hold firmly till the end the confidence we had at first.” In other words, we need to remember why we chose to put our faith in Christ and always go back to those original convictions. Why did you make the decision to be a Christian?

 Is it because your parents are Christian? Is it because that is all you have known? Neither of these reasons will help you take ownership of your own faith. I am challenging you to know why you are a Christian and to stand by that decision with conviction. This is the only way you will be able to “hold fast.” 85% of students stop going to church after high school because they are not “forced” to go. The reality is that they don’t care about going because they never really made faith their own. If you were given the option every Sunday, what would you choose? Why? Take some time and reflect on your own personal commitments to Christ. This is something you must do! There will be times in your life where you will be tested and you need to have that foundation to stand on. Read Matthew 7:24-27. What are the two foundations listed here? What is the result for each? 

Are you on rock or sand? If you are on sand, what is needed for you to get on the rock? Don’t be afraid to ask someone to help you on this journey.


Day 5: Read Hebrews 3:7-19
This passage is a great reminder to us that God is going to do what he says he is going to do. Notice verses 11 and 18. In verse 11 we read that God declared on oath that the Israelites would not enter the promise land. Verse 18 reiterates what he made on oath in verse 11. We know from history that God did not allow the rebellious generation to enter the promise land. This meant that over 600,000 people died in the wilderness due to their rebellion! Could you imagine the sight of that many graves? Again, it is hard to imagine that so many people saw the miracles of God, yet still chose to rebel!
What we need to take away from this passage is that God is going to accomplish what he says he is going to do. He said on oath that one generation of Israelites would not enter the promise land, and they didn’t. He made countless prophesies for the coming Messiah that many people ignored! We must understand that God is omniscient (all knowing) and knows everything. He is someone we need to listen to and trust. We put our hope and trust in the words of a teacher, coach, friend or parent. Why do you think we don’t we put more importance on the words of God? 

I think the easiest answer to this question is simply that we don’t know what God’s word says. We listen to our coaches and teachers because we interact with them. We do not listen to God because we do not interact with Him. Today is very simple, write down all the people who have influence in your life and why.
	

You will notice that these people have influence over you because you have a relationship with them, and you trust what they have to say. I challenge you to work on your relationship with Christ and begin to trust Him the way you do people here. He is the greatest mentor we could ever have!! You MUST take the time to learn from him and get to know him better! It is very hard to live for someone and be willing to die for them if you don’t know them!





