[bookmark: _GoBack]Week 10: Day 1 Read Hebrews 6:13-20
God desired to rescue his creation through the selection of a people, the Jews. He began this rescue by making a covenant with Abraham. Read Genesis 12:1-3. List the promises God made to Abraham.
Notice the last promise listed in verse 3. Many people lose sight of the fact that God did not choose the Israelites for the purpose of saving them only. He chose them to be the nation from which the promised Savior would come to save the entire world. Notice in verse 3 how the Lord says, “and all peoples on earth will be blessed through you.” Now, fast-forward to the New Testament. Read Matthew 5:13-16. Here Jesus tells us to be salt and light to the world, showing His goodness to those around us. Just as God blessed Abraham so that he in turn would reach all nations, Jesus rescued us for the purpose of helping save others. What are some ways that you can be “salt” and “light” to those around you?

Read Matthew 25:14-30. In this parable there are three servants entrusted with money. Each of them was held accountable by his master for what he did with what he was given. Each servant represents a believer with resources, gifts, and talents given to them by God.  When you read this story what lessons do you draw from it?


Identify the gifts and blessings God has given you and write them down below. Beside each one I want you to write how you are using those gifts for the Lord. For some help, read Galatians 5:22-23. These are the fruits of the Spirit that we all should reflect for others to see.
Gift/blessing/fruit				How it is being used for God’s glory
Ex.  patience				ex.  I am able to help my little brother or sister for my mom


The Lord promised Abraham blessings and many descendants. The blessings sound good, but do we really care about having a lot of descendants? Back then a man took pride in his heritage and how vast it was. I would argue that we may not care about how many descendants we have, but we do care about what type of legacy we will leave. 


For my high school students: When you left middle school, what kind of legacy did you leave behind for the rising 8th graders and teachers?


For my middle school students: When you leave middle school, what kind of legacy do you want to leave behind? 


Day 2: Read Hebrews 6:13-20
Have you ever had a hard time waiting patiently for your birthday or for Christmas? I remember I could never sleep on Christmas Eve because I was SO excited!!! The idea of waiting until like 6 am before I could go and open presents was madness! I was too excited to wait!!! Sometimes we are promised things and have to wait patiently for them. Some of us do a better job at that than others! The promises made to Abraham in Genesis 12 did not come overnight. In Genesis 12 we learn that Abraham was 75 when God made him those promises. 
Read Genesis 21:1-5. 
God finally gave Abraham a son! How many years did Abraham wait? _____
If I told you I had a gift for you, but you couldn’t open for 25 years, how excited would you be? 
 Abraham was promised something that He never got to see come to fruition here on earth.  He was blessed with his son Isaac, but Isaac was only the beginning of the promise. Abraham still put his faith and trust in God, believing in the promise! We often times want to see before we believe, but Abraham is a great example of someone willing to believe before seeing. 
What are the results of someone who puts their faith in God? In your own words, describe what a faithful follower of Christ looks like.


Read Genesis 22:1-19. Did anything in your answer above have anything to do with sacrifice? Abraham was so faithful to God that he was willing to sacrifice the one thing he cared about most, Isaac! God may often times call us to give up what we value most. In the case of Abraham, it was his son. Remember, anything that you give priority to over God is sin. Do you spend so much time pursuing relationships with people that you neglect your relationship with Christ? As students, what would your life look like if you stopped worrying so much about your friendships and popularity and instead started focusing on your relationship with Christ? What would your life look like if you sought the approval of God, not your friends?  What if you spent less time playing the X-box, looking at Facebook, or texting your friends and spent more time reading your Bible?
 What are the “Isaac’s” in your life? (the things you value most) What things could you give up easily? What things would you struggle to give up? Why?



Read Romans 4:18-25 How does the promise of God to Abraham apply also to us when we believe?

Day 3: Read Hebrews 6:13-20
Imagine if you were telling an outlandish story and in order for your listener to believe your story you said, “I swear by myself that this is true!” Sounds pretty dumb right? 
Read Hebrews 6:13 again. Whom did God swear by? ______________
Why is it acceptable for God to swear by himself, yet it sounds ridiculous if we do it?

In verse 16 we read that men would swear by someone greater than themselves to confirm what is said in order to end an argument. Read Exodus 22:10-12 for an example of this. 
Now read Matthew 5:33-37. In your own words, what is Jesus telling us here and how does that compare with what is being taught in Exodus 22 and in Hebrews 6:18?


In verse 18 we learn that we can be encouraged by the fact that God is trustworthy and perfect. God’s promise to us has been sealed by, not only his perfect character, but through an oath. These two unchangeable things give us encouragement!  In Matthew 5, Jesus tells us that we should not take oaths, but just simply let our yes be yes and our no be no. An oath is binding and can end an argument, but if we ourselves lived righteous lives with honesty and integrity then we should have no need in making an oath. Think about how many times people walk into the courtroom, place their hand upon a Bible, repeat an oath, and then lie on the stand!? Taking an oath today is not held to the same standard as it was in the past.
Have you or anyone you know used the phrase “Swear to God” with your friends when you are telling them something? What does Scripture say about that?
In Verse 19 we learn that Jesus is our hope, an anchor for our soul. An anchor keeps a boat from drifting away when it is sitting idle. The anchor does all the work and keeps the boat secure. Jesus has done all the work and keeps us secure in Him.  In verse 20 we learn that Jesus entered the Most Holy place on our behalf and offered himself as a sacrifice for our sins. Knowing that God keeps his promise and is perfect, we should be excited about the fact that Christ has interceded for us and saved us from our sins! Read Psalm 103:11-12 and spend some time thanking God for all He has done.

Day 4: Read Hebrews 7:1-10
In the last verse of chapter six, Jesus is referred to as “a high priest forever in the order of Melchizedek.” The question here is, who in the world is Melchizedek? We read this same message back in chapter five as well and got a little information on Melchizedek in week 8’s devotion. What do we learn about Melchizedek in these verses?
1. He was a King and Priest  (Read Zech. 6:13 and learn why this is significant)
2. His name means King of Righteousness and King of Salem means “king of peace” v. 2 (Read Isaiah 9:6-7 and Jer. 23:5-6 so see the significance)
3. He has an eternal priesthood like the Son of God
4. He is superior to Abraham v. 6-7
5. His priesthood is superior to the Levitical priesthood v. 8
The significance of theses 5 details about Melchizedek is that they resemble the positions and names Christ is given. There were several Scriptures listed above that gave support to this claim. As I said in week 8, there is not conclusive evidence to say that Melchizedek was a manifestation of Christ before his incarnation. (an appearance of Christ in scripture before he became a man)  In verse three we read that he is “like the Son of God” which would lessen the argument that He indeed is the Son of God. There is no question that he was an actual historical figure. The fact that his genealogy is not mentioned does not mean he does not have one. 
What are some other truths we can learn from these verses that we can apply to our lives today? Did you notice that Abraham gave Melchizedek a tenth of everything? Abraham is giving him a tithe of 10% just like we are expected to do.
 I know that many of you have jobs and earn money. How many of you tithe 10% of that money? If not, why not? How responsible are you with the money you make? Take this week and write out what you spend your money on and learn where it goes. This can sometimes be a clear indicator of where your priorities are. If you don’t have any money of your own, write down what you ask your parents money for. The purpose of this exercise is to determine what you value.


We are all called to tithe, not just adults I would encourage you to begin tithing if you are not already doing so. God can do far more with our money than we can. We are called to give back a small portion of what God has richly blessed us with. Please pray about this!

Day 5: Read Hebrews 7:11-28
When reading these verses several things should jump out at us regarding the Levitical priesthood and the law. 
1. In verse eleven the author talks about how perfection could not be attained through the Levitical priesthood. 
2. In verse eighteen we read that the former regulation, the law, “is set aside because it was weak and useless (for the law made nothing perfect).” 
3. In verse twenty we learn that they became priests based on lineage, not an oath from God.
4. The result of number three is learned in verse twenty-eight when we read that the priests of the Levitical law were weak and needed to offer daily sacrifices for their own sins as well as for the sins of the people.
What should we learn from all this? The first and second points inform us that the priesthood and the law that were established could not bring perfection. The Mosaic Law and Levitical priesthood were established to reveal sin and to establish a sacrificial system to atone for the sin. Aaron, Moses brother, was from the tribe of Levi, and it was their family line that would continue the priesthood. This brings us to point three where it talks about those who became priests based on their blood, not an oath from God. And lastly we see that these priests were weak, sinful men, just like the rest. The end result was that the Law was insufficient and not God’s redemptive plan! 
Read Romans 3:21-31 and now go read Romans 13:8-10 In your own words, summarize what  you just read?

Read Jesus’ view of the law in Matthew 5:17-20. What did He think of the Law?

The Law and priesthood could not bring perfection through any animal sacrifice. Only the blood of Christ could bring us back in to right relationship with God. Jesus is a priest in the order of Melchizedek because he is outside the line of Levi (7:12-14), his priesthood is eternal (7:23-25), and it was established on an oath (7:20-21). Read each of the verses in parenthesis to understand why these are important. 
What is the big takeaway from today? Any legalistic view of Christianity or faith will be rejected by God. Going to “a” church, having faith in “something,” and being a “good” person will not get you into heaven. Only a genuine relationship with Christ will get you there. Showing up to church, having some good “church answers” to questions, and telling the youth pastor what you think he wants to hear are not good enough. This is your faith! What does it look like?






